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List of countries by number of military and 
paramilitary personnel 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


This is a list of countries by number of military and paramilitary personnel. It includes any government- 
sponsored soldiers used to further the domestic and foreign policies of their respective government. The term "country" 
is used in the sense of state which exercises sovereignty or has limited recognition. 
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List 
The list consists of columns which can be sorted by clicking on the appropriate title: 


= The names of the states, accompanied by their respective national flags. 

= The number of military personnel on active duty that are currently serving full-time in their military capacity. 

= The number of military personnel in the reserve forces that are not normally kept under arms whose role is to be 
available to mobilize when necessary. 

= The number of personnel in paramilitary forces, armed units that are not considered part ofa nation's formal 
military forces. 

= The total number of military and paramilitary personnel, and the ratio per thousand inhabitants. 


These numbers are approximations as military forces around the world are constantly changing in size. 


Many of the 182 countries listed here, especially those with the highest number of total soldiers, such as the two 
Koreas and Vietnam, include a large number of paramilitaries, civilians and policemen in their reserve personnel. Some 
countries, such as India, Italy, Japan and the People's Republic of China, have only volunteers in their armed forces; 
while others, such as Mauritius and Panama, have no national armies, but only a paramilitary force. 
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Argentinal6l 130,263 
Armenial7] 46,684 
Australia!8119] 59,023 
Austrial!] 27,300 
Azerbaijan!!! 66,940 
Bahamas!!! 860 
Bahrain!!3] 8,200 
Bangladesh!!4] 157,053 
Barbadosl!?! 610 
Belarus!!! 72,940 
Belgium!!6! 38,452 
Belize!!7] 1,050 
Benin!!8! 4,750 
Bhutan!!9120la] 5,445 
Bolivia? 46,100 
Botswanal22] 9,000 
Brazill?31(0] 327,710 
we 16,867 
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Bulgarial*”] 34,975 
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Canadal*3] 68,250 
Cape Verdel3! 1,200 
one 218 
Chad37] 25,350 
Chile!38! 60,560 
7 of 2.285.000 
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Costa Rical™4] 
Croatial*5] 
Cubal6lle] 
Cyprus!471 
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Céte d'Ivoirel*] 
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Nevis! !541lq] 
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Not included in list are the militaries of Abkhazia, Nagorno-Karabakh, and San Marino. 


See also 


= List of militaries by country 


= List of militaries that recruit foreigners 
= List of countries without armed forces 


= List of countries by number of police officers 


= List of countries by Global Militarization Index 
= List of countries by level of military equipment 
= List of countries by military expenditures 
= Military budget 


Notes 


a. “ The paramilitary personnel of Bhutan includes 555 officers from Royal Bhutan Police. 


b. “ Paramilitary activities in Brazil are forbidden by the Brazilian Federal Constitution. 
c. “ The reserve personnel of Cuba includes 1,120,000 paramilitary from Youth Labour Army, Civil Defence and 


Territorial Troops Militia. 


. “ The reserve personnel of Finland includes 11,500 paramilitary from Finnish Border Guard. 
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“ The active personnel of France includes National Gendarmerie, a military institution part of French Armed Forces. 


d 
e. 
f. “ The reserve personnel of India includes 987,821 paramilitary from Indian Home Guard and Civil Defence. 
g 


. “ The reserve personnel of Iran includes Basij, a paramilitary militia with claimed membership of 12.6 million (including 


women and children), which after mobilization can reach about 1,000,000 people able to fight. 


. “The active personnel of Italy includes Carabinieri, a military institution part of Italian Armed Forces. 


. ‘“ The reserve personnel of Latvia includes 10,866 paramilitary from Latvian National Guard. 


h 
i 
j. “ The numbers for Libya predate the Libyan civil war. 
k 


. “ The reserve personnel of Malaysia includes 244,700 paramilitary from People's Volunteer Corps. 
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“ The reserve personnel of North Korea includes 3,500,000 paramilitary from Worker-Peasant Red Guard. 


m. “ The personnel of Palestinian National Authority includes only organisations under the Directorate of Police Force; 
personnel strength figures for the various Palestinian groups in Gaza Strip, such as Hamas, are not known. 
n. * The reserve personnel of Peru includes 7,000 paramilitary from Ronda Campesina. 
o. “ The reserve personnel of Philippines includes 40,000 paramilitary from Citizen Armed Force Geographical Unit. 
p. * The potential reserve personnel of Russia may be as high as 20 million, depending on how the figures are counted. 
q. “ The paramilitary personnel of Saint Kitts and Nevis includes 119 members of the Cadet Corps. 
r. “ The reserve personnel of Singapore includes 44,000 paramilitary from Singapore Police Force and Civil Defence 
Force. 
s. “ The reserve personnel of South Korea includes 3,500,000 paramilitary from Homeland Reserve Forces. 
t. “ The reserve personnel of Sri Lanka includes 30,400 paramilitary from Sri Lanka Police Service. 
u. “ The reserve personnel of Sudan includes 85,000 paramilitary from the Popular Defence Force. 
v. “ The paramilitary personnel of Swaziland includes 644 offices from Royal Swaziland Police. 
w. * The reserve personnel of Sweden includes 42,000 paramilitary from the Home Guard. 
x. “* The reserve personnel of Thailand includes 45,000 paramilitary from National Security Volunteer Corps. 
y. * The paramilitary personnel of the United States does not include approximately 800,000 uniformed police officers 
employed at the local, state, and federal levels. 
z. * The reserve personnel of Vietnam includes 5,000,000 paramilitary from People's Public Security and Civil Defense. 
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